Dear Troop Leader, Volunteer, Parent and or Caregiver,

Thank you for taking part in Gird Scouts’ Multicultural Conmmunity Celebration fun pateh - “T &m a Girl

It’s an amazing feeling when your Girl Scouts put their trust in you——and when they do, they may come
to you with some of the issues they face, such as bullying, peer pressure, dating, athletic and academic
performance, and motre. Some of these issues may be considered sensitive by families, and they may
~have opinions or input about how, and whether, Girl Scouts should cover these topics with their girls, Girl
Scouts welcomes and serves girls and families from a wide spectrum of faiths and cultures. When girls
wish to participate in discussions or activities that could be considered sensitive—even for some— put
the topic on hold until you have received guidance from your council, spoken with parents and considered
using the Parental Permission Single Activity Form provided by your council.

We're stronger together and by acknowledging the diversity, heritage, and
contributions of our multicultural communities, Girl Scouts can find new
ways to make the world a better place for everyone.

Girl Scouts of all levels, their friends, and leaders have plenty of activities
to choose from to earn each segment of this fun patch. You can participate
in all the community celebration fun patches or select a few. Through these
activities you'll discover interesting new things about your neighbors-—and
yourself. '

Following are a few recommendations for you to consider as you prepare to participate in the LGBTQ+
Pride Month Celebration - “I Am a Girl Scout!” fun patch.

Before starting on the LGBTC+ patch activities, familiarize yourself with words and concepts as found in
GLaliis Key Concepts and Terms, commonly used to describe lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, and queer
identity. You don't have to know everything before talking to your troop. In fact, you might even consider
admitting what you don’t know. Conversations can be wonderful opportunities to learn from each other,
For more resources to spark conversation, GLSEN has a list of book recommendations,

s important for your troop meeting to be a welcoming place where all its members feel safe and included
in their troop. Since this may be considered a sensilive topic, here are a few items within Girf Scoutds
Volunteer Essentials that could provide helpful guidance:

Creating a Safe Space for Girls

A safe space is where girls feel they can be themselves, without explanation or judgment. As a voluntieer,



the environment you create is just as imaportant as the activities girls do; it’s the key to developing the sort
of group that girls want to be part of! Cultivate a space where confidentiality is respected, and girls can
express their true selves.

Creating an Atmosphere of Acceptance and Inclusion

Girl Scouts is for every girl, and that’s why we embrace girls of all abilities and backgrounds with a
specific and positive philosophy of inclusion that benefits everyone, Each Girl Scout—regardless of her
socioeconomic status, race, ethnicity, physical or cognitive ability, sexual orientation, primary language,
political belief, or religion—is an equal and valued member of the group, and groups reflect the diversity
of the community.

Report Concerns

There may be times when you worry about the health and well-being of girls in your group. Alcohol,
drugs, sex, bullying, abuse, depression, and eating disorders are some of the issues girls may encourter.
You are on the frontlines of girls’ lives, and you are in a unique position to identify a situation in which a
girl may need help. If you believe a girl is at risk of hurting herself or others, your role is to promptly bring
that information to her parent/caregiver or the council so she can get the expert assistance she needs.
Your concern about a girl’s well-being and safety is taken seriously, and your council will guide you in
addressing these concerns.

Crisis Hotlines:

We encourage you to seek out help immediately if one of your girl scouts, you or a loved one needs it,
Please reach out to your council immediately and or one of the organizations below,

» The Trevor Project (for LGBTQ+ youth up to age 24): (866) 488-7386
Text START to 678-678
Online chat: thetrevorproject.org/get-help/

» National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: (800) 273-8255

» Crisis Text Line: Text START to 741-741

» Trans Lifeline: (877) 565-8860

» The National Runaway Safeline: (800) RUNAWAY (800-786-2929)

» National AIDS Hotline: (R00) 342-AIDS, (800) 344-7432 (Spanish), (800) 243-7889 ('TDD)

» U.S. National Domestic Violence Hotline: (800) 799-7233 (English and Spanish), {800) 787-3224 (TTY)

» Rape Abuse and Incest National Network (RAINN): (800) 656-HOPE



June is LGBTQ+ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer) Pride Month, an annual celebration
of the achievements, impact, and contributions of the LGBTQ+ community in the United States. In
June we also commemorate the Stonewall uprising which marks the beginning of a movement to
outlaw discriminatory laws and practices against LGBTQ+ Americans. As Girl Scouts we deeply value
diversity and inclusion. A Girl Scout is a friend and ally to all families.

Learning LGBTQ+ vocabulary can help be respectful of our LGBTQ+ friends and families in our
community. The following definitions come from the Human Rights Campaign: Defining LGBTQ+
Words for Elernentary School Students, Also in this article are additional recommendations to keep in
mind when defining terms for children.

Lesbian: People who love people [or are attracted to people] of the same gender. Two wormen.
Gay: People who love people [or are attracted to people] of the same gender, Two men.
Risexual: People who love people [or are attracted to people] of more than one gender.

Transgender or Trans: When your gender identity (how you feel) is different than what doctors/
midwives assigned to you when you were born (girl/boy or sex assigned at birth).

Queer: People use this word as a way to identify with and celebrate people of all gender identities and
all the ways people love each other. When used in amean way, it is 2 word that hurts.

We've got plenty of activities for you to chioose from as you join the LGBTQ+ Pride Month celebration.
You'll discover and learn your way to earning a Fun patch!

Number of activities required to get the patch:
Daisy, Brownie, Junior (3)
Cadette, Senior, Ambassador (6)

Now go get your patch! www.girlscoutshop.com
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